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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, FR,UR 

SUBJECT: REPORT OP GISCARD'S TV INTERVIEW ON DEPENSE 

1. SUMMARY: THERE ARE REPORTS OP RADIO-TV INTERVIEW 
BY GISCARD EARLY IN OCTOBER TO BE POCUSED ON DEPENSE. 
TIMING OF INTERVIEW MAY BE INPLUENCED BY GISCARD'S 
WISH TO DISPOSE OP DEPENSE QUESTION AS POTENTIAL 
AGENDA ITEM POR HIS VISIT TO USSR, AND TO DIVERT 
PUBLIC ATTENTION PROM ECONOMIC ISSUES. PLANNED TV 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PARIS 24865 01 OP 02 251726Z 

INTERVIEW ADDS ONE MORE REASON TO WELCOME SECRETARY 
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SCHLESINGER'S VISIT AND OPPORTUNITY IT OFEERS TO 
INELUENCE GISCARD'S THINKING ON DEEENSE. END SUMMARY. 

2. MATIGNON SOURCE TOLD US THAT PRESIDENT GISCARD 
IS PLANNING A RADIO-TV INTERVIEW EARLY IN OCTOBER 
WHICH WOULD FOCUS ON DEFENSE AND THUS SERVE AS A 
MEDIUM EOR GISCARD TO ANNOUNCE MAJOR POLICY DECISIONS 
CONCERNING ERENCH DEEENSE WHICH HAVE BEEN IN 
PREPARATION EOR THE LAST EEW WEEKS. SOURCE REEUSED 

TO BE DRAWN INTO DISCUSSION ABOUT SPECIEIC QUESTIONS 
LIKELY TO BE ADDRESSED BY GISCARD BUT GAVE THE CLEAR 
IMPRESSION THAT THE ELYSEE IS ATTACHING CONSIDERABLE 
IMPORTANCE TO THIS INTERVIEW. 

3. AS WE HAVE REPORTED, GISCARD ORDERED A THOROUGH 
REVIEW OE ERENCH DEEENSE POLICY LAST FALL WHICH HAS 
PRODUCED LITTLE IE ANY CHANGE IN ERENCH STRATEGY SO FAR, 
ALTHOUGH FRENCH ARE NOW PAYING MORE ATTENTION TO MORALE 
SITUATION THAN IN THE PAST. 

4. TIMING OP THE INTERVIEW IS INTRIGUING AND INVITES 
SPECULATION ABOUT THE PACTORS WHICH MAY HAVE 
DETERMINED IT. THE FOLLOWING COME TO MIND: 

(A) GISCARD MAY BE SEEKING WAYS TO DIVERT PUBLIC 
ATTENTION PROM SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ISSUES THAT 
DOMINATE DEBATES IN PRANCE TODAY, AND HOPES TO 
ACCOMPLISH THIS BY ANNOUNCING SIGNIPICANT CHANGES IN 
ERENCH DEEENSE POLICY. 

(B) A POLICY STATEMENT ON DEFENSE A SHORT TIME 
BEFORE GISCARD'S SCHEDULED VISIT TO THE USSR MAY BE 
DESIGNED TO SERVE NOTICE TO THE RUSSIAN LEADERS OP 
PRANCE'S DETERMINATION TO DEPINE WITH COMPLETE 
INDEPENDENCE ITS DEEENSE OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGY AND 
THEREBY CONTAIN ANY RUSSIAN EXPECTATIONS REGARDING 
DEEENSE AS AN AGENDA ITEM EOR DISCUSSION IN MOSCOW. 
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(C) HE MAY WANT TO ELABORATE ON THE FUTURE ROLE OF A 
EUROPEAN DEFENSE ENTITY. 

(D) HE MAY WANT TO LEND HIS WEIGHT TO THE UPCOMING 
BUDGET DEBATE WHICH WILL FOCUS FRENCH PUBLIC AND 
PARLIAMENTARY ATTENTION ON A DEFENSE BUDGET THAT IS 
LIKELY TO RECEIVE A LARGER SLICE OF GOVERNMENT FUNDS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THAN IN RECENT YEARS. 

(E) ON THE EVE OF HIS USSR VISIT GISCARD MAY WANT TO 
REDRESS SITUATION HE CREATED BY HIS STATEMENT LAST 
MAY IN WHICH HE EXPLICITLY IDENTIFIED RUSSIAN 
SENSITIVITY TO THE IDEA OF A EUROPEAN DEFENSE SYSTEM 
AS A FACTOR TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT BY EUROPEAN 
LEADERS IN CONSIDERING SUCH AN APPROACH TO DEFENSE 
MATTERS. DISCARD'S STATEMENT AT THE TIME PROMPTED 
COLUMNISTS LIKE RAYMOND AARON TO COMMENT WITH ILL- 
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CONCEALED ALARM ABOUT GISCARD'S "APPARENT NAIVETE OR 
INEXPERIENCE" IN DEALING WITH THE RUSSIANS, AND 
QUALIFIED GISCARD'S STATEMENT AS "VOLUNTARY FINLANDIZA- 
TION." 

5. FOREGOING ARE MORE REASONS TO WELCOME SECRETARY 
SCHLESINGER'S VISIT SINCE HIS CALL ON PRESIDENT 
GISCARD WILL OFFER HIM AN OPPORTUNITY TO GLEAN MORE 
THAN A CLUE REGARDING GISCARD'S CURRENT IDEAS ABOUT 
DEFENSE AND, HOPEFULLY, TO INFLUENCE DIRECTION OF 
GISCARD'S THINKING AT CRUCIAL POINT JUST BEFORE THIS 
MAJOR POLICY STATEMENT. 
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